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 Baobab Children Foundation

Ghana | Westafrika

Socially and physically challenged - hand in hand

NEWSLETTER MAY 2020

Dear friends and supporters of Baobab,

I hope all of you are enjoying the best of health. Health, which is all we can think about during the pandemic 

and not just in Europe, but here in Ghana as well. This year I decided to stay in Ghana, due to Covid-19 all 

events I usually attend in Germany were cancelled which is why I prefer staying here where I can still do so-

mething. Besides, until now I didn’t have the chance to fl y, except with very expensive fl ights.

I am asked a lot about the situation in Ghana right now and how Baobab is doing in these times?

After all schools where closed down in march, all volunteers and tourists left the country. The boarders were 

closed, fl ights where cancelled and all events: conferences, churches, mosques, funerals and such like are 
forbidden. Ghana, a usually very vibrant and loud country, has become quiet. In April the regions Greater Accra 
und Greater Kumasi were introduced to a lockdown. No one was allowed to leave Accra and no could enter the 

city without a convincing reason. For three weeks the streets got even more quiet. Baobab is placed close to 
the highway which goes all the way to Togo in the east and the Ivory Coast in the west. Overland buses were 

parked and in Cape Coast several streets were fully parked with ford buses, a comfortable bus company that 

drives to Accra or Takoradi.

The government tried its best, by giving food to the poorer part of the population. But at a place where millions 

lead a hand-to-mouth existence this is a diffi  cult task. After three weeks the lockdown was lifted and replaced 
with new but strong restrictions. 

Markets were enlarged to make social distancing possible, face masks are now legally obligated, Trotros and 

taxis have passenger restrictions. Hands are to be washed frequently already since February, often you’ll fi nd 
yourself being scanned for fever and social distancing is always at most people’s minds. But still there are far 

too many places where this does not work. In Cape Coast and Elmina, for example, wearing a mask or keeping 
your distance from one another doesn’t seem to be important in the fi shermen’s minds. In our county KEEA 
and especially Elmina has become a hotspot in the Central Region. Sadly the administration in this region isn’t 

very strict. But since government has announced penalties for not wearing a face mask, more and more people 

are starting to wear them. 

VRecently I visited Takoradi in the Western Region to buy something and I saw that the situation there is 

completely diff erent. As soon as you cross the barrier, you’ll get screened for fever, after that you’ll see masks 
everywhere. The Central Market, a very busy and full market in the middle of the city, was parted. Part of it was 

rebuilt next to a shopping mall. Sunshades mark the spots where market women are permitted to sit leaving 
enough space for the customers to go through. This is why Takoradi still has a very low amount of Covid-19 

cases; having strict guidelines can clearly make a diff erence. Before entering a huge supermarket called Sho-
prite, everyone has to wash and disinfect their hands, then their temperature will be taken. There is no law 

that orders masks, but still about 95% of customers were wearing one, as well as the staff . Only a restricted 
number of customers are allowed inside, chairs are placed outside for those who are waiting and lines on the 
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floor mark the distance you’re supposed to keep.

In Cape Coast all of this a less strict apart from our street. Here there are multiple banks, ministries, the immi-

gration office and other bureaus. The number of people who are wearing masks is increasing; in institutions 
such as the bank you’re only allowed to enter with a covered face. But only have to go as far as the parallel 

street in the fishermen area Anafo, to find the complete opposite. When crossing this street you could forget 
that the Corona Virus even exists, you will not find one mask there. The fishermen believe that the virus will be 
washed of at sea and that therefor they are in no danger at all. 

By now (may 21st) there are over 6300 individuals tested positive and 31 deceased. It is tested a lot and con-

tacts are being followed but a huge problem remains; the stigmatization of those tested positive or people who 

are in quarantine because they have met an infected person. It’s a difficult challenge.

What are we planning to do now?

Mid-April we woke up from our shock and decided to renovate the Baobab House. Because we had closed it 

down we could work everywhere at the same time. The only person that came in from the outside of our staff 
was the man who did out Terazzo, who remade the floor in the court, every other painter, carpenter and so on  
are part of the school or Baobab House. Two weeks later everything was finished and now this historic building 
is shining in a new light.

A pretty shaky scaffold that Isaac, Emmanuel 
and Awudu, the carpenter have to climb.

The new renovated staircase.

The Terazzo man is remaking the court.
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The renovated Baobab House is shining again.

Our carpenters made a new shelf for our restaurant.

Isaac, our Chef de Restaurant, has already done all the paintwork together with 
one of his colleges from the school. Now he is painting a new design in our con-

frence room.
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Most of our female staff at the Baobab House have learned sewing during their time at the school, four of 
them started sewing masks, after the mask regulation was announced in Cape Coast. Many of them where 

donated and some were sold. 

Our seamstress Mariama from Ba-

obab House is sewing masks now.

Emmanuel is also helping by 

making masks.

From the left Esther 

(waitress), Vida (chef), 
Mariama (seamstress), 
Hajad (Working in the 
shop): because they 

used to be students at 

our sewing department, 
all of them are now 

sewing masks. 
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Our good friend and neighbor Mr 

Biney the „mediaman“ got a mask 

too. 

The Metroplitan Hospital in Cape Coast was chosen as one of the hospitals treating covis-19 patients. On the 

radio I heard the head of the hospital talk about the conditions they were working under. They were missing 

bins, mops, cleaning powder, soap, disinfectant, tissues, toilet paper and healthy food for their patients. This 

caught my ear immediately: We own the Vegetarian Moringa Restaurant in cape Coast which serves healthy 
food and juices rich of vitamins. On the same day we, the management team, discussed this at the Baobab 

House, called the hospital and on May 4th we started to provide ten meals, juices and water bottles each day.

 

From May 25th we will bring food and juices for 15 patients every day as the number has increased.

The first day of us donating meals to the Metropolitan Hospital.
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10 portions of Jollof Rice made with local red 

rice.

10 bottles Moringa-pineapple juice and 10 water 
bottles.

Christie, our hard-working head chef , is prepa-

ring Banku.

Alison, our director has isolated herself in her house in Komenda where she has also been making masks out 

of our batik material. On May 8th she donated her masks in Baobabs name to market women in Komenda 

which has earned her more orders; every market women wants have a mask now. 

Komenda Market
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In our school we are also sewing masks. We called back our tailor Robert and a few of our  senior students 

and they started sewing. The first step were 500 masks, our new goal is set at 1500. 

Vic and Isaac are sewing masks at the school 
together with five others.d

Kittoh is cutting the fabric.

Our first donation of 300 masks took place on the Kissi market, Masks were also given to taxi drivers. At the 
same time we donated 10 l of liquid soap (made by Baobab) and 10 l disinfectant, 1 big pack of serviettes, 12 
roles of paper and 2 Veronica buckets with all attachments to the market and the Kissi Health Center. To the 

health Center we made a donation of 50 masks as well. More donations as this are in planning. Our staff from 
Kissi planed the event really well and directed it with great pride.

The proud Baobab Donation Team in 

Kissi.

The camera team is intervie-

wing the head of the market 

place about the acceptence of 

hygenic regulations.
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Donation to the Kissi Hospital. Baobab Team on the left and Health workers n 
front of the Kissi Hospital.

In the afternoon we continued this at the Baobab House. We met in Cape Coast with the Assembly man of the 

Anafo Fishermen Area right being the Baobab House. We donated 40 masks to the fisher community and 60 
to the market. At the same time we explained the importance of these masks and why they should be worn and 
how they’re washed properly. They were very thankful and asked us for even more masks.

Baobab House donates 40 masks to the  

chief or the fishermaen.

The Fishermen Elders.

Madam Cecillia giving 60 masks to the women of  
Kotokuraba Market.
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On May 8th we had a meeting at the Baobab Center with all staff members that live close, all wearing masks 
and keeping a safe distance of course. We discussed how we should not just wait for this time to pass, but that 

we should actively use it for Baobab. Our handyman were already working on renovations, but we also need 

to work in production. I explained that maybe our students weren’t there but that this does not mean that we 
can’t think of things that need to be done in Baobab. 

Help is especially needed at the farm, now that our students are not here to support the farming team. Now our 

strong drummers, dancers and a few others are chosen to support them. Another topic was the social respon-

sibility our NGO has upon its shoulders and which is needed especially during these difficult times. We are not 
just a school. Now I am curios how much support we will come from our colleges. We also brought back 3 of 

our active farm students; we are trying to do as much as possible for our farm during the rainy season for this 

will help us ‘afterwards’.

Market women in Anafo

The whole day and the day before there was a camera team from Multi TV with us in the Metropolitan 
Hospital who also interviewed the responsible staff. A journalist from The Chronicle was there to and 
will report as well.

Interview with the Fishermen Chief about the
Covid 19 challenges for fishermen.

Interview with the Assemblyman about the situati-
on in Anafo.



10

SUPPORT FROM GERMANY

In Germany masks were sewed for Baobab as well. Elena, our volunteer, who had to end her service earlier than 

planned because of covid-19, started sewing masks together with her grandmother. Supported by her family 

she made 800 masks and gave them away for a donation to Baobab. For each mask she asked for a donation 

of at least 5 Euros. Over 5500 Euros have been collected. Wonderful! Thank you to Elena and her family and 

everyone who supported this fundraiser with a generous donation. 

Baobab comes alive through its activities. These difficult times reminded me of this. 
We can’t just rest and say: “Well, than we will come back next year”, Baobab could not survive 
this way. 

Many important events are not taking place this year: We will not be visiting any fairs or Africa Festivals. There-

fore, we will be selling hardly any products. There will be no charity runs done my schools this summer, which 

is why we will be needing donations from different sources this year. I fully trust that this will work. To sit back 
and wait for it to be over won’t do it. 

A special experience gave me this confidence:

Dr. Massmann, the head of the Future Foundation or Development (Zukunftstiftung für Entwicklung), suggested 

I write an article for a newly established platform “Everyday life with Corona and signs of hope”, so I did an send 
her the article:

https://www.zukunftsstiftung-entwicklung.de/spenderinnen/alltag-mit-covid-19/ghana/

The next day I got the message that the foundation was going to pay for 500 meals und 500 masks we were 
donating.

A big thank you to Dr Massmann.

This was a huge relief. We had already started to donate the food from a restaurant that had had almost no 

income for two months and still doesn’t have any.The donation for the 500 meals is an income fot the restaurant 

and they work with the greatest motivaton, because they can do something good and at the same time create 

income. An ideal win-win situation for both sides. The shop has started and is doing quite well because there 
still are many people wantingto buy our health products. Moringa powder and tea are being produced again at 

the school and our customers are happy that they can do something for their health.
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WE WANT TO DO MORE! AND WE CAN DO MORE!

First of all we want to think of our students. 

Since this situation has become difficult for everyone here as well, we have decided to 
provide food ingredients to our students who are in their villages. Staff members are aslo 
encouraged by employees to make a donation for the students. The proposal came from a 

member of management. It is not yet clear how much we will need for this, as this decision 

has only just been taken.

Our next step is to sew another 500 masks      400,- €

10 Veronica Buckets/ Bamboo Stand/ water buckets/ bin (1 Set 50 €) 
in  the villages where our students live                               500,- €

50 l liquid soap                                                                              250,- €

50 l disinfectant                                                     500,- €

If you would like to help, no matter how much you donate directly on our website via Paypall or you 
can donate to

africa action/Deutschland e.V. 
Pax-Bank eG Köln

IBAN DE03 3706 0193 0000 9988 77
GENODED1PAX

Code: GH 75 BAOBAB

Please enter the code and your address for the donation receipt! 

As always, collective donations can be transferred to the Zukunftsstiftung for possible 
doubling.  

Zukunftsstiftung Entwicklung
IBAN: DE05 43060967 0012330010
BIC: GENODEM1GLS 
Code: „Baobab Sammelspende“ 
Enter your address as well.

In case of a collective donation, please inform Mrs. Oladeji from which collection the donation 

comes: beate.oladeji@gls-treuhand.de

WE CAN HELP  -  THANKS TO YOUR DONATION !

Best wishes from Ghana from Edith de Vos and the Baobab Team
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DONATION ACCOUNT

africa action/Deutschland e.V.  
Pax-Bank eG Köln

IBAN DE03 3706 0193 0000 9988 77
GENODED1PAX

Code word: GH 75 BAOBAB 

CONTACT
SPONSORSHIP 
Monika Lockemann

patenschaften@baobab-children.de
Tel +49-711–728 5638 

EVENTS, VOLUNTEERS, GENERAL
Edith de Vos Managing director of Baobab Children Foundation 
WhatsApp +49 160 1720 236
ghana@baobab-children.de

FINANCES AND DONATION CERTIFICATES   
info@africa-action.de   Address
africa action/Deutschland e. V.
Südweststraße 8 
50126 Bergheim
Tel +49-2271–767540


